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Douglaston/Little Neck, New York Church

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 12, 2026

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and  on rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at once

2~ sat down by the sea. Such large crowds because the soil was not deep, and when the sun rose it was
= gathered around him that he got into a boat scorched, and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell

= and sat down, and the whole crowd stood among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But

along the shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit, a hundred or

saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to hear.”
seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell — Matthew 13:1-9
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PHONES: (718) 631-3153, (718) 631-3155
WEB SITE: www.dwcaonline.org

EMAIL: dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Flocknote )

Receive text messages to stay connected to
our parish. Go to stanyc.flocknote.com to
register, or text stanyc to 84576.

- This is a free service but your carrier’s text
and data rates may apply.

- Text STOP to 84576 to stop texts.

Parish Mission Statement

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement,
as a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All Are Welcome!

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the
rear of the church.

Use of the electronic giving (PARISHSOFT/Faith Direct) or envelope system
is required if statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All
parishioners should use either one of the donation forms. If you move or
change your address, please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation Office for dates of baptisms.

No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation Office at 718-
225-5191. After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to
pick up a checklist and handbook. You will also have to schedule a private
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their
sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further
information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgtes
Weekend Masses
e 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
¢ Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon
Weekday Masses
e Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
e Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies

e Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions

e Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
e Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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St. Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

Grow+Go

July 12, 2026 Written by
THE
Fifteenth Sunday in DISCIPLE

Ordinary Time
Is 55:10-11 | Rom 8:18-23 | Mt 13:1-23

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

If you’re anything like me, you probably hear today’s Gospel
and immediately try to identify yourself with one type of seed
Jesus talks about: the seed that fell on the path, the seed that
fell on rocky ground, the seed among thorns, or the seed in
good soil. But have you ever stopped to wonder why the sower
is throwing seeds so haphazardly? This is worth meditating

on, too. | believe it says to us that God is generously offering
his grace and his mercy to everyone equally, in all places, at all
times. But we aren’t all in a place where we are open to receive
that gift. In those moments when we feel as though we’re not
bearing the fruit that we hope to, perhaps it’s time to examine
our spiritual surroundings and see if there is something we can
change that might help us to be more receptive to God'’s grace.
Perhaps it's as simple as checking out a faith-sharing group
that can help us tend our spiritual soil so it is ready to receive
what God is doling out.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Qur first reading from Isaiah speaks of the power and efficacy
of God’s word, comparing it to the rain and snow that come
down and water the earth, making the soil fertile, helping

the seed to grow into a bountiful harvest that can be made
into bread that nourishes. What we grasp from all of this is
that God’s word bears fruit over time. As evangelizers, it's
important to consider that we often won’t see fruit right away
when sharing God’s word with others. That word must take
root, grow, and be cultivated. This process will take time, but
the long-term fruit is worth our sustained and patient effort as
we nurture relationships of accompaniment with others.

PRAY

There’s a certain patience we must exercise when sharing
God’s word with others. When | find myself struggling with
impatience - with myself or with others’ slow progress - | often
find solace in the prayer “Trust in the Slow Work of God” from
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ, particularly these lines: Above
all, trust in the slow work of God / We are quite naturally
impatient in everything to reach the end without delay / We
should like to skip the intermediate stages / And yet it is the
law of all progress that it is made by passing through some
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““SENIOR GROUP

EVERY TUESDAY * SUMMER LOCATION
10:00 a.m. until 2:200p.m.
School Music Room
(Enter through ramp door by Padre Pio
statue.)

10:00 a.m. Mahjong
11:00 a.m. Pokeno

We are looking for canasta players!
If interested, please call:
Rectory (718-631-4454) or
Faith Formation Office (718-225-5191)

Keep a look out for new events and games!

Big City

Catholics

-~ dRbelcast

Bishop Brennan recounts his travels throughout
the diocese, the people he has met, and their sto-
ries of charity and faith. Listen Now!

Click on this image or
search Bishop Robert
Brennan on Facebook_

Follow Bishop
0 Robert Brennan
on Facebook
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ST. ANASTASIA PARISH

DRIVE

FOR THE FOOD PANTRY AT ST. KEVIN PARISH

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED

ONLY

PLEASE check
. . TEA (REGULAR OR DECAF)
expiration dates. JELLY OR JAM
PEANUT BUTTER
No EXPI RED FOOD' SHELF STABLE MILK
CANNED TUNA

BLACK BEANS, RED BEANS, GARBANZO
BEANS (CANNED OR DRY)

RICE (ONE OR TWO POUND BAGS)

MAC AND CHEESE

OATMEAL

DRY CEREAL

TOMATO SAUCE

Place items in the box at the
entrance of St. Anastasia Church.

Call the Religious Ed office for more
information: 718-225-5191

St. Anastasia Parish
School of Religion

Three options for Classes from PreK-8th grade:

Weekly Classes (Wednesdays)
Home School
Special Needs
Family Catechesis events for all!

$150 for one child, $200 for two children,
$250 for three or more

Register using the QR Code or
email dff@stanastasia.info.

Office of Faith Formation
718-225-5191

wWoRLD DAY FOR
CRANDPARENTC

Feast, of ¢t.3. Joachim and Anne

Bring your Grandchildren to Mass!
All are invited for a special blessing.

Saturday, July 25 and Sunday, July 26
Fr. Smith Hall
After all Masses

APPETIZER FOODS FOR AFTER
THE 5PM VIGIL MASS ON
SATURDAY
COFFEE - TEA - DESSERT ON
SUNDAY

CRAFTS FOR KIDS AND
GRANDPARENTS TO DO
TOGETHER

Pray the Rbsary

Before the 8:30 a.m. Daily Mass
at 7:45 a.m.
=

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Church

Tuesday Rosary Themes

July 7th
St. Maria Goretti

July 14th
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

July 21st
St. Bridget of Sweden

July 28th
Sts. Joachim and Ann




St. Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

This Week E Love and Serve 3%

Tuesday, July 14, 2026
Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

Wednesday, July 15, 2026
Memorial of Saint Bonaventure,
Bishop and Doctor of the Church
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Diocese of BrooRlyn /O

Vocations: Discover Your Calling
“Let everyone heed what they hear.”

Is the Lord inviting you to know, love, and serve Him more
closely in the priesthood or consecrated life? Contact the
Vocation Office at 718-827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

ormed

Forming Catholics for /¢fe.

“_- ' . Y St. Kateri Tekakwitha | God's Princesses

Follow along with Sister Imelda as she tells of the inspiring journey of
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, a young Mohawk girl who comes to know the
Gospel with the help of pioneering priests. Choosing to follow Jesus,
Kateri is faced with great challenges as she does her best to bring God's
love to her own people! A fun and inspiring example of not giving up!

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org

St. Bonaventure | Catholic Saints

A Franciscan cardinal-bishop and contemporary of St. Thomas
Aquinas, St. Bonaventure is an excellent example of saintly
humility. Known as the "Seraphic Doctor," St. Bonaventure loved
God above all else. Join Dr. Chris Mooney and Mary McGeehan
as they explore the life of this great saint.

Shouldn't we go

Immaculate Conception, Virginity

Join Dr. Edward Sri as he answers some of the internet's most
asked questions about Mary. Who is Mary? Why do Catholics

pray to Mary? How could she be a virgin if Jesus had brothers
and sisters according to the Bible? Find out answers to these

and more questions in this episode of What Catholics Believe
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Children’s activity sheets are %
located in the back of the church/.S
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Bible is not simply a book of facts, nor is it merely
informational or an instruction manual. It is not static text
frozen in time; it is living and active, like light that enters a
room and changes everything it reaches, as the Letter to
the Hebrews reminds us: “Indeed, the word of God is
living and effective.” — Hebrews 4:12. When we open
Scripture, we are not only receiving information; we are
encountering the living God who speaks. And because His
Word is living, it does more than inform us; it forms us.
His Word heals, warns, strengthens, and draws us deeper,
often in ways we didn’t expect. This is the mystery of
Scripture: the very same passage that stirs the heart when
we read it may pierce differently in different seasons of life,
meeting us with a truth that fits what we most need and
calling us to respond.

There is a strong thread that runs through the three
readings for today: God’s Word is alive, effective, and life-
giving and is meant to bring about transformation to the
heart that receives it. Isaiah uses the image of rain and
snow giving the earth necessary moisture; the water comes
down, penetrates, and produces fruit, thus accomplishing
what God intends. While Isaiah shows the seed of God’s
Word being poured out, Romans shows the harvest, its
complete fruitfulness, that is still to come. St. Paul writes
that creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the children of God, and where it is fulfilled, the Word’s
promise bears fruit. And where Isaiah shows the power of
the Word, Matthew shows the responsibility of those who
hear it. The Gospel reading tells us that the Word is a seed
that must first be received to bear fruit. Its fruitfulness
depends on the soil of the heart that receives it.

Every spring, flowers seem to reappear automatically,
bringing beauty to the world without much intervention.
However, producing a new harvest is a different matter
entirely. New produce requires intentional work, from the
initial planting to the consistent cultivating and watering
needed to help things grow. Jesus, in today’s Gospel
parable of the Sower, makes this clear: we either receive
the Word of God into our hearts or we reject it. God’s Word
can fall on a hard path and immediately gets snatched away
by Satan. It can spring up when it falls on rocky ground
with little soil, but without roots, trials and tribulations
cause it to wither. It can fall on thorny ground, and if we
don’t get rid of the thorns and weeds, they choke the Word.
But when it falls on rich soil that is being nourished and
cared for, it produces fruit. This parable encourages us to
examine our hearts and to weed out what can steal or
choke the Word of God and the gift of faith.

What things of this world compete for our hearts’
attention? The lure of wealth, security, anxieties,
resentments, and distractions will “choke” the Word of God
when we hear it. Chocking is slow and unnoticed when it
creeps in. The lesson today is not to despise the world but
to discern and resist what creeps in and crowds our hearts.

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.
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Bread & Wine Memorial <YM Mass Intentions {mg

Sunday, July 12, 2026
5:00 p.m. Vigil Virginia & Robert O'Brien
John Cunniff

Rev. George J. Lutjen

July 12 — 18, 2026
8:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish

. . Fe 10:00 a.m. Stephanie De Palma
Holy Father's Prayer Intentions %8 Joseph Novack

July 2026 12:00 noon Francia & Francisco Bernal

. R . Lusti .
For respect for human life aymond J. Lustig, Jr

Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its Monday, July 13, 2026
stages, recognizing it as a gift from God. 8:30 a.m.  Marin Coric

Thomas R. Buckley, Jr.

3 1 Tuesday, July 14, 2026
Prayer Intentions % 8:30 a.m. ﬁgrewgavergp
rew Gecsedi

In the kindness of your prayers, remember those born into eternal life.
Wednesday, July 15, 2026

Remember the sick, homebound, and those in need of our prayers: 8:30am.  Lena, Ar Cé}ngelo & Peter Reali Sr.
Maria & Lillian Damiano

Eva Bedell Theodore Koumou

Fred Bedell Anthony Logerfo Thursday, July 16, 2026

Joyce Daino Alfina Manca ; ‘ 8:30 a.m. Ann & Eugene Ferguson
John Dietzler Barbara Mascia Umberto Savocchi
Paiﬂ(})l DiGreglgorio TJ McSherry . ,

Ralph DiScala Margaret Murphy g

Jo Ann Ferrari Yolanda Stivanello % rd, g%%agf ,n{uly 1(7}’5)?266 Sesalini
Josephine Finocchiaro Antoinette Taub » @wo T gh lg B 8 T

Joan Guerra Barbara H. Timmerman 1riey briguglio
Victoria Guerra Gregory Wiehl 7 ay er

Saturday, July 18, 2026
8:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 19, 2026

St. Anastasia Parish Registration / ST Do o el st
John Rafferty

. e e ‘ . e s 8:00 a.m. Anna de Rege Creasor
" Sanoj Stephen
Aa \ 10:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish
©L

12:00 noon Francia & Francisco Bernal
Joseph Novack

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.
If you have not previously registered or are considering registering
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.

Parish Family: Why Register?
If you have not already registered, it is important to do so. If and
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation,
you will need a letter from the parish. Letters cannot be given to
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the

your information updated with the parish, especially with changes %nﬁ%eng%tgeg, igcggmigtg%lcfgl;g %l(g)rrllfrg&g-ﬁriglgf

to address and phone number. Christian Doctrine. All rights reserved.



