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Peter approached Jesus and asked him, "Lord, 
if my brother sins against me, how often must 
I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus 
answered, "I say to you, not seven times but 

seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may 
be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his 
servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was 
brought before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he 
had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be 
sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in 
payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him 
homage, and said, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you 
back in full.' Moved with compassion the master of that 
servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that 
servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants who 

owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him and started 
to choke him, demanding, 'Pay back what you owe.' Falling to 
his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 'Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you back.' But he refused. Instead, he had the 
fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now 
when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were 
deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the 
whole a>air. His master summoned him and said to him, 
'You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because 
you begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your 
fellow servant, as I had pity on you?' Then in anger his 
master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay 
back the whole debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, 
unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart." 
— Matthew 18:21-35



Established 1915

Rectory OCce Hours
Monday —  Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

(718) 631-4454

Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, 
as a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

 All Are Welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church; 
NO MATTER your family situation; 
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background; 
NO MATTER what your self-image may be; 
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the 
rear of the church. 

Use of the electronic giving (PARISHSOFT/Faith Direct) or envelope system 
is required if statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All 
parishioners should use either one of the donation forms. If you move or 
change your address, please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation OCce for dates of baptisms.
No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.  
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation OCce at 718-
225-5191.  After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to 
pick up a checklist and handbook.  You will also have to schedule a private 
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certiHcate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their 
sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further 
information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses

�� 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
�� Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
�� Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
�� Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
�� Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory OCce

Devotions
�� Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
�� Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.

Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR

Rev. Lianjiang P. Bai
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Rev. Prasanna W. Costa
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER 

Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Mrs. Eula Buckley
SECRETARY

Mr. Vincent Avallone
BOOKKEEPER

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE (718) 225-5191
EMAIL d�@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR 

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR 

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES:     (718) 631-3153,  (718) 631-3155
WEB SITE:  www.dwcaonline.org
EMAIL:         dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Flocknote
Receive text messages to stay connected to 
our parish. Go to stanyc.Mocknote.com to 
register, or text stanyc to 84576.
- This is a free service but your carrier’s text 
and data rates may apply. 
- Text STOP to 84576 to stop texts. 

http://sta.nyc/youtube
http://sta.nyc/facebook


FOOD
DRIVE

ST. ANASTASIA PARISH

F O R  T H E  F O O D  P A N T R Y  A T  S T .  K E V I N  P A R I S H

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED
ONLY

TEA (REGULAR OR DECAF)
JELLY OR JAM

PEANUT BUTTER
SHELF STABLE MILK

CANNED TUNA
BLACK BEANS, RED BEANS, GARBANZO

BEANS (CANNED OR DRY)
RICE (ONE OR TWO POUND BAGS)

MAC AND CHEESE
OATMEAL

DRY CEREAL
TOMATO SAUCE

Place items in the box at the
entrance of St. Anastasia Church.

Call the Religious Ed office for more
information: 718-225-5191

PLEASE check
expiration dates.

NO EXPIRED FOOD.

EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 a.m. until 2:00p.m.

Parish Center
(Corner of 245th Street and Northern Blvd.)

10:00 a.m. Mahjong | 11:00 a.m. Pokeno
Bring lunch - Play Games - Socialize
We are looking for canasta players!

If interested, please call:
Rectory (718-631-4454) or

Faith Formation OCce (718-225-5191)

Keep a look out for new events and games!

St. Anastasia Senior Group From the Pastor

Please welcome Rev. Prasanna W. Costa 
as he joins our parish as our newest 
Parochial Vicar. We look forward to his 
service within the parish community.

Please join us to thank Mary Burns for 
her years of service as bookkeeper for 
our parish. We wish her all the best. 
Additionally, please welcome Vincent 
Avollone who has assumed the role of 
bookkeeper for the parish. Thank you 
and God bless.

Fr. Dave
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Grow+Go
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Re ection
The Reconciliation Chapel

The place where the sacrament of reconciliation is to be 
celebrated as part of the faith life of the community 
remains an unsettled issue. Some of us recall the 
confessional, the “box,” with its hard kneeler, dim light (if 
any), hushed tones and cramped quarters. There was an 
obvious connection between physical austerity, the 
discomfort of being in the box and the darkness of the sins 
to be confessed or the harshness of the penance to be 
assigned.

The reform of the Second Vatican Council (1962–1965) has 
helped us come to a greater awareness of the wonderful gift 
of God’s forgiving love as the primary focus of the 
sacrament. As are all the sacraments, reconciliation is 
communal in nature; it is more than an act of confession of 
personal peccadilloes. It is reconciliation with our sisters 
and brothers who are the church, as well as reconciliation 
with God. The celebrating of this sacrament, which returns 
us to the embrace of the church “through the merits of the 
Lord Jesus and power of Holy Spirit,” requires a special 
place.

Although there is no liturgical norm requiring a separate 
room for reconciliation, or specifying guidelines for its 
design, there are some excellent opinions in the current 
literature on the environment for worship that deserve 
serious consideration. In Shaping a House for the Church, 
Marchita Mauck writes, “The integrity and holiness of the 
ritual of penance demands an honored place reserved for it 
alone.” This means that the place for reconciliation is 
dedicated to that sole purpose. The place does not also 
serve as a storage room, extra sacristy or a cry-room. It is 
properly a chapel, a place for worship, for liturgy; it is not a 
counseling room or therapist’s oCce. In keeping with our 
understanding of the sacrament of reconciliation as an 
experience of conversion and of reclaiming our baptismal 
identity, the chapel for reconciliation could be located in 
relationship to the baptismal font. Since reconciliation 
returns us to the common table, the eucharistic gathering, 
it is appropriate for the reconciliation chapel to open into 
the main worship area. As Mauck points out, 
“reconciliation is about re-entry and re-union as church.”

The design of the reconciliation chapel should take into 
account the options that the rite intends: face-to-face 
confession or anonymity; sitting, kneeling or standing as 
the penitent chooses. The placement and material of a 
partition or screen, sacred art, acoustical privacy and the 
proper lighting and ventilation are all important elements. 
This is a holy place; we are never more vulnerable than 
when we approach this sacrament, and never more 
conscious of God’s love than when we stand forgiven.

Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training 
Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 
60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by Philip Horrigan. Art 
by Rita Corbin.
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Faith Formation & School of Religion

About Our Program

Contact

How to Register

What We Offer

Registration Checklist

Fees

St. Anastasia
F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N

St. Anastasia school of Religion and Faith
Formation is committed to helping children
grow in faith through catechesis, bible stories,
and an emphasis on the Spiritual and
Corporeal Works of Mercy.

Faith Formation Director:
Phone:
Email:

Rose Ruesing
718-225-5191
dff@stanastasia.info

Kindergarten-8

Weekly Classes
Classes are each Wednesday in the Parish
Center (except extended school holidays).
Kindergarten - grade 4 at 4pm
Grade 5-8 at 7pm

Special Needs
These classes will be smaller and follow a
different curriculum than the other classes.
They will meet twice a month.

Homeschool Catechesis
Each child will receive the same text book as the
weekly classes, but will complete work at home.
They will also be given unit tests to complete.
Children and parents are required to attend one
monthly Sunday class in order to participate in
this.

New/Transfer Families MUST provide a
baptismal certificate.

Transfer students MUST provide a letter of
transfer from their previous parish or a report
card from their previous Catholic School
(whichever is applicable).

Paper registration forms are available at the
Rectory or via the Faith Formation Office.

Family Catechesis
Every family in the program is encouraged to
attend our special family events.  They will
run seasonally and for special occasions.

Special Events

Hall of Saints (November), Living Nativity
(December), Shadow Stations (Lent)

Early Learners
This class for three and four year old meets
twice a month on Tuesdays and combines
faith with number, letter, shape, and color
recognition.

Registration is $150 for the first child, and $50 for
each additional child.  Early Learners is $50 per
child (separate registration)

Online registration can be paid by card.
Cash and check also accepted for online payment
and registration form.

Three & Four Year Olds
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    Padre Pio Prayer Group 
19th Annual 

 

 

                        At 

at 

St. Josaphat Oratory 
 
 
 

  

PROGRAM: 

6:30PM - Recitation of the Rosary in the Church: 

7:00PM - Holy Mass - in English:  

Celebrant: Most Reverend  

   Frank J. Caggiano 
      

             
  

 
  

 

                                             Honoring:   

                ST. PADRE PIO 

               & 
                    OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

                                        
                           

 TUESDAY 

SEPT. 15th, 2026 

 

 

8:15PM Candlelight Procession 
Through the Streets of Bayside.  

 

 

35th Ave & 210th Street 
Bayside, NY 

Tel: (718) 581-8925 

CANDLELIGHT PROCESSION 

The relic of St. Padre Pio’s glove  
will be available for veneration. 
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Children’s activity sheets are 
located in the back of the church
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This Week on

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
This past week marked the 25th anniversary of the tragic 
events of September 11, 2001. A week after that fateful day, 
Father Bruce Nieli, a Paulist priest serving in Texas, was 
passing through New York City on his way to lead a pil-
grimage in Greece and Turkey. A native of Long Island, NY, 
Father Bruce waited out his layover at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church in Manhattan, which was the home of Father My-
chal Judge, the heroic NYC Fire Department chaplain who 
gave his life on 9/11. It was there that Father Bruce was 
moved by the Holy Spirit to get to Ground Zero, where, 
with a hard hat and a mask, members of the Fire Depart-
ment invited him down to the pit where the recovered re-
mains of the victims were in order for him to bless them. 
Father Bruce found himself overwhelmed by conMicting 
emotions: “My passions against the terrorists were 
strong. How dare they come into my city and take the 
lives of 3,000 people? But as a Christian, the desire to for-
give, you know, Jesus says, ‘Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do.’” At Ground Zero, Father Bruce re-
cited the Prayer of St. Francis. Here’s a selection: “Lord, 
make me an instrument of your peace: where there is ha-
tred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon... it is 
in pardoning that we are pardoned.” Christian forgiveness 
does not deny the evil of an act, remove the need for jus-
tice, or erase the pain caused by wrongdoing. The readings 
for this Sunday examine forgiveness from several angles.

The Old Testament reading steers us towards forgiveness: 
“The vengeful will face the Lord’s vengeance; indeed he re-
members their sins in detail. Forgive your neighbor the 
wrong done to you; then when you pray, your own sins 
will be forgiven.” (Sirach 28:1-2). God’s message to us is 
clear, and indeed it was repeated by Jesus when he taught 
His disciples the Lord’s Prayer. The reading asks, “Can one 
refuse mercy to a sinner like oneself, yet seek pardon for 
one’s own sins?” (V.4) The Psalm praises the goodness of 
God our redeemer, who “pardons all your sins.” (Psalm 
103:3). God’s identity is revealed through patience and 
steadfast love. Divine forgiveness is the restoration of rela-
tionship. In the second reading from Romans, Paul refo-
cuses our purpose: “For if we live, we live for the Lord, and 
if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord’s.” (Romans 14:8). We do not possess 
life as our property. Life is received from Christ and or-
dered toward Him. And in the Gospel’s parable of the un-
forgiving servant, Jesus echoes the message from Sirach. In 
the parable, the king does not merely grant an extension to 
the servant who cannot repay his debt; he forgives the debt. 
Having been released from his debt, the servant,  who had 
not earned this grace, did not extend it to a fellow servant 
who owes him a much smaller debt. Angered by the ser-
vant’s lack of mercy and a hardened heart, the master 
handed him over to torturers. Jesus concludes the parable 
with, "So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of 
you forgives his brother from his heart.” (Matthew 18:35).

The mercy we receive from God is not meant to end with 
us; it is meant to break the cycle of resentment and be-
come, in our own lives, the forgiveness we extend to others.
Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.

Love and Serve

Vocations: Discover Your Calling

“Whoever believes in the Son of Man will have eternal life.” 
Are you called to bring faith in Christ and eternal life to 
others as a priest, deacon, or in the consecrated life? 
Contact the Vocation OCce at 718-827-2454 or email: 
vocations@diobrook.org

Monday, September 14, 2026
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Tuesday, September 15, 2026
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

Wednesday, September 16, 2026
Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, 

and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

This Week

Diocese of Brooklyn
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Julia Nieves
September �� — ��, ����

September ����
For the care of water

Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital 
resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

In the kindness of your prayers, remember those born into eternal life:
Gina Ansanelli
Mario DiLeo

Remember the sick, homebound, and those in need of our prayers:
Eva Bedell Theodore Koumou
Fred Bedell Anthony Logerfo
Joyce Daino AlHna Manca
John Dietzler Barbara Mascia
Paolo DiGregorio TJ McSherry
Ralph DiScala Margaret Murphy
Jo Ann Ferrari Yolanda Stivanello
Josephine Finocchiaro Antoinette Taub
Joan Guerra Barbara H. Timmerman
Victoria Guerra Gregory Wiehl

Sunday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� p.m. Vigil John Cunni>
 Paul de Rege

�:�� a.m. Tony Lamm & Family
 Ryszard Konowal

��:�� a.m. Angelo Micciche
 Julia Nieves

��:�� noon People of St. Anastasia Parish

Monday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Kathy Corrente
 Andrew Haverlin

Tuesday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Gene Ferguson

Wednesday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Umberto Savocchi
 Lillian Damiano

Thursday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Peter Reali, Sr
 Mary Apicella

Friday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Maria Bilz
 Kuldeep Babbar

Saturday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Tammy Tam Kelly

Sunday, September ��, ���� 
�:�� p.m. Vigil People of St. Anastasia Parish

�:�� a.m. Joseph Cacciola
 Ludwina & Ana Konowal

��:�� a.m. Pietra Micciche
 Robert Ade

��:�� noon Ann Cavaseno
 Donald Curran

Bread & Wine Memorial

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions

Prayer Intentions

Mass Intentions

St. Anastasia Parish Registration

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.
If you have not previously registered or are considering registering 
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form 
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.

Parish Family: Why Register?
If you have not already registered, it is important to do so.  If and 
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or ConHrmation, 
you will need a letter from the parish.  Letters cannot be given to 
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep 
your information updated with the parish, especially with changes 
to address and phone number.  

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the 
United States, second typical edition, Copyright
© ����, ����, ����, ����, ���� Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine. All rights reserved.


