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The Pharisees went off and plotted how they ~ not?" Knowing their malice, Jesus said, "Why are you testing

= might entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their me, you hypocrites? Show me the coin that pays the census
disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying,  tax." Then they handed him the Roman coin. He said to

= "Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?" They

and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the replied, "Caesar's." At that he said to them, "Then repay to

truth. And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, for =~ Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to
you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then, what is God." — Matthew 22:15-21
your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or

Paying Taxes to the Emperor
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Flocknote )

Receive text messages to stay connected to
our parish. Go to stanyc.flocknote.com to
register, or text stanyc to 84576.

- This is a free service but your carrier’s text
and data rates may apply.

- Text STOP to 84576 to stop texts.

Parish Mission Statement

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement,
as a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All Are Welcome!

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the
rear of the church.

Use of the electronic giving (PARISHSOFT/Faith Direct) or envelope system
is required if statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All
parishioners should use either one of the donation forms. If you move or
change your address, please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation Office for dates of baptisms.

No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation Office at 718-
225-5191. After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to
pick up a checklist and handbook. You will also have to schedule a private
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their
sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further
information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgtes
Weekend Masses
e 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
¢ Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon
Weekday Masses
e Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
e Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies

e Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions

e Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
e Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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St. Anastasia Senior Group

EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 a.m. until 2:00p.m.
Parish Center
(Corner of 245th Street and Northern Blvd.)

10:00 a.m. Mahjong | 11:00 a.m. Pokeno
Bring lunch - Play Games - Socialize
We are looking for canasta players!

—

If interested, please call:

Rectory (718-631-4454) or
Faith Formation Office (718-225-5191)

Keep a look out for new events and games!
ST. ANASTASIA PARISH

DRIVE

FOR THE FOOD PANTRY AT ST. KEVIN PARISH

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED

ONLY

PLEASE check
q q TEA (REGULAR OR DECAF)
expiration dates. JELLY OR JAM
PEANUT BUTTER
No EXPI RED FOOD' SHELF STABLE MILK
CANNED TUNA

BLACK BEANS, RED BEANS, GARBANZO
BEANS (CANNED OR DRY)

RICE (ONE OR TWO POUND BAGS)

MAC AND CHEESE

OATMEAL

DRY CEREAL

TOMATO SAUCE

Place items in the box at the
entrance of St. Anastasia Church.

Call the Religious Ed office for more
information: 718-225-5191

Pray the Rosary
Before the 8:30 a.m. Daily Mass

at 7:45 a.m.
=

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Church

Tuesday Rosary Themes

October 6th
Our Lady of the Rosary

October 13th :
Our Lady of Fatima & St. Teresa of Avila

October 20th
St. John Paul II and St. Faustina

October 27th
St. Jude

October 24-November 8

St. Anastasia Church

Help us support Catholic Charities of Brooklyn and Queens as they
lock to help those in need this winter.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR WINTER COATS, HATS, SCARVES, AND
GLOVES FOR ALL AGES.

NEW and GENTLY USED items only!

All dontations can be left in the bin in the church entrance.
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Twenty-ninth Sundayin = Sicitis

Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4-6 | 1 Thes 1:1-5b | Mt 22:15-21

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | rrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

A mentor once told me that there is no sweeter sound than
that of one’s own name. It communicates that one is seen,
known, and cared for. We read in Isaiah today that God has
chosen Cyrus and has called him by name. In the Letter to

the Thessalonians, Paul and his followers “give thanks to God
always” for all in the community, knowing that each brother
and sister is “loved by God” and “chosen.” And although these
words are written about Cyrus and the Thessalonians, we trust
that God speaks these words to us as well. We have each been
chosen. Our Father calls each of us by name. It is sometimes
difficult to believe that God desires me and chooses me
individually. It is a love that | often fail to reciprocate, despite
my desire to do so. But that does not diminish the love God
has for me. | am not lost in the crowd of history and humanity.
Each of us was created with love and rejoiced over by our
heavenly Father.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When Jesus is asked in today’s Gospel about the taxes due
to Caesar, he does not falter with his response. We must live
the truth of our faith in the world, but ultimately, what the
world asks of us is not the same as what our Creator desires.
Taxes are paid out of obligation, but God asks for our love. In
using the talents God has given us in caring for our brothers
and sisters, we acknowledge the fullness of the majesty and
wonder of our Creator. We do not have to isolate ourselves
from this world, but we must remember that we were not
created for this world. We have already been chosen and
claimed by our loving Father. And it is to him that we offer the
gift of our heart, which is infinitely more valuable than coins.

REFLECT

In the Gospel of Matthew, Christ also says, “For where

your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” :21) In light

of today’s Gospel, we must also consider whether our
participation in society in any way prevents us from offering
ourselves totally to God. Spend some time reflecting on what
it is that you truly treasure. Do you reserve the offering of your
heart for God? Or are you giving to the world what should be
reserved for God?
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Mark Your

Catholic High School
Remaining Open House Dates

Brooklvn/Queens
Archbishop Molloy -Briarwood -
718-441-2100
Sunday, October 18, 10am-2pm

Cathedral Prep - Elmhurst -
6800

Sunday, October 25 gam-noon

718-592-

Christ the King - Middle Village -
718-366-7400, X240
Wednesday, October 21 6-Spm

Holy Cross - Flushing -
718-886-7250, X524
Sunday, October 18, 12:30-4:30 p.m.

Xaverian - Brooklyn - 718-836-7100
Sunday, October 18, 10am-2pm

Long Island
St. Mary’s - Manhasset -
516-627-2711, Xx1084
Wednesday, October 21, 6-8pm

Manhattan
Dominican Academy - 212-744-0195
Wednesday, October 12 5-7pm

Regis - 212-288-1100

Sunday, October 18, 1-4pm

Plcasc check with the school if registration
is required.

Heart to Heart Ministry
An Extra Tablespoon of Love!
A MINISTRY OF THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC

Entrusted with the
Light of Compassion

A SPECIAL MORNING PRAYER RETREAT

Saturday, October 24, 2026
9:30 AM - Noon

St. Thomas More Church at St. John’s University
8000 Utopia Parkway, Jamaica, New York

o )\
Calllor Email to RSVE

Vincentian Center:
718-990-1612
VCCS@stjohns.edu

Heart to Heart Ministry:
718-428-2471
pearlbud7@aol.com

VISIT WWW.H2H.NYC

DOUGLASTON GARDEN CLUB
G
FALL BAKE SALE @:

o

& >y Saturday, October 24, 2026
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Rain date: Sunday, Oct. 25, 2026
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Community Church of Douglaston
39-50 Douglaston Parkway,
Douglas Manor, NY

el ook for our tables on the front lawne

D i for our i ion and ion programs are welcomed.
The Douglaston Garden Club, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization 501 (c) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by the law.




St. Anastasia Parish

Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

This Week ()

Monday, October 19, 2026
Memorial of
Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues,
Priests, and Companions, Martyrs

161 6 € 6 6 6 63 6 6

Diocese of BrooRlyn /O

Vocations: Discover Your Calling

“Give to God what is God’s.”
You belong to Christ and Christ is God’s! How will you
respond to so great a love? Is He asking you to follow Him
by serving in the priesthood or consecrated life? Contact
the Vocation Office at 718-827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

ormed

Forming Catholics for /¢fe.

SAINT St. Luke | Catholic Saints

LUKE Known as the beloved physician and faithful friend of St. Paul,
i FVANGELIST St. Luke is a crucial figure for the Church’s knowledge of Christ's
earthly ministry and the early Church. Join Dr. Ben Akers and
Taylor Kemp as they explore the life and legacy of the author of
the Gospel according to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles.

Pope John Paul Il

Starring Jon Voight and Cary Elwes, this epic film follows Karol
Woijtyla's journey from his youth in Poland through his late days
on the Chair of St. Peter.

4 POPE
JOHNPAUL]

Slaves and Kings

Following the life of St. Anthony Mary Clare—Archbishop, writer,
publisher, social reformer, and confessor to the Queen of
Spain—this film tells the compelling story of one of Spain's most
popular preachers and founder of the Missionary Sons of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

SLAVES

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org
‘_,

e £
Children’s activity sheets are ‘%
located in the back of the church/t

Love and Serve 35
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

As we look at this Sunday's readings, two major themes
stand out. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us about our duties
to political authority and to God. Some Pharisees and
Herodians join forces to trap Jesus. They ask whether it is
lawful to pay the Roman tax. A simple “yes” could make
Him appear to endorse foreign domination, which could
anger many Jews living under Roman rule; a “no” could be
used as evidence of rebellion against the Romans. Jesus
calls them out and answers, “Why are you testing me, you
hypocrites?” “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to God.” (Matthew 22:18, 21). Je-
sus does not dismiss political obligation as meaningless,
nor does he grant political rulers and leaders the power to
displace our obligations to God. Christians may disagree
prudently about laws and policies while still asking
whether public authority serves justice and the common
good. The Gospel does not direct the faithful to treat the
state or a political leader as an object of unconditional alle-
giance, while also highlighting that our allegiance and ulti-
mate loyalty are owed to God.

In the Old Testament, Isaiah speaks of Cyrus, a Persian
king who conquered Babylon in 539 BC. His victory ended
Babylonian rule and opened the way for the Jewish exiles
to return to their homeland and rebuild the Temple. Cyrus
did not know God. Isaiah calls him the Lord’s “anointed”
because God chose to use Cyrus as an instrument to defeat
Babylon and liberate Israel, not because Cyrus was an Is-
raelite or worshiped Israel’s God. Of him, God said, “T am
the Lord, there is no other, there is no God besides me. It is
I who arm you, though you do not know me” (Isaiah 45:5).
Cyrus’ success was part of God’s purpose for Israel and
served as a witness to God’s dominion over nations. Simi-
larly, today’s Gospel presents the Pharisees and Herodians.
The Pharisees were a Jewish religious movement commit-
ted to the Law of Moses and its interpretation. The Herodi-
ans were associated with the Herodian rulers, who gov-
erned under Roman authority. Although the two groups
had different interests, they joined forces against Jesus to
trap Him with His words. Cyrus, the Pharisees, and the
Herodians show three very different examples of how God’s
saving purpose can move through human history. Cyrus
does not know the Lord, yet God makes him an instrument
of Israel’s liberation. The Pharisees and Herodians, by con-
trast, approach Jesus with a trap, hoping to use His words
for their own ends; still, their question becomes the occa-
sion for Jesus to teach that no ruler can claim what belongs
to God. These episodes do not mean that every human mo-
tive or action is good, or that people stop being responsible
for what they choose. Instead, they show that God’s plan is
not limited by human understanding or even by human op-
position: He can reveal truth, bring liberation, and deepen
understanding of His power even through actions people
intended for different purposes, without making those mo-
tives good or removing human responsibility. The coin
bore Caesar’s image, but the readings point beyond the
coin: God’s purpose can work through human history,
while no earthly authority can claim the ultimate allegiance
that belongs to Him.

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.

© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.
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Bread & Wine Memorial <YM Mass Intentions {mg

Sunday, October 18, 2026

. : 5:00 p.m. Vigil Andrew, Arcangela & Gino Casagrande
Mary & Alfred Marinaccio Boodram "Mike” Ajodah
October 18 — 24, 2026

8:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish

' . Fe 10:00 am. Julia Nieves
Holy Father's Prayer Intentions @ Lydia Lam

October 2026 12:00 noon Mary & Alfred Marinaccio

For mental health ministry Donald Curran

Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established through-

out the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination Monday, October 19, 2026 . .

of persons with mental illnesses. 8:30 am. Salvatore & Saveria Prezioso
Abelardo Roa

. 1 Tuesday, October 20, 2026
Prager Inte ntions % 8:30 a.m.  Elizabeth & Frank Briguglio
: . - Ralph Esposito
In the kindness of your prayers, remember those born into eternal life.

. ) Wednesday, October 21, 2026
Remember the sick, homebound, and those in need of our prayers: 8:30 a.m. Maria Petruso

Suzanne Fischetti

Eva Bedell Anthony Logerfo ‘

ll;“red Bedell Alfina Manca ’ Thursday, October 22, 2026
oyce Daino Barbara Mascia g 8:30 Dol M. Murph

John Dietzler TJ McSherry y -oU a.m. otores 7. Murphy

Ralph DiScala Margaret Murphy g Peter Reali, Sr.

Jo Ann Ferrari Robert Romano ora, .

Josephine Finocchiaro Yolanda Stivanello r @ur Friday, October 23, 2026

Joan Guerra Antoinette Taub raier 8:30 a.m.  Alonso Hernandez

Victoria Guerra Barbara H. Timmerman % Peter A. Weber

Theodore Koumou Gregory Wiehl

Saturday, October 24, 2026
8:30 a.m.  Ralph Esposito

. . . . W iy, Oeber 25
St. Anastasia Parish Registration / [ETreaveiraes b g

James V. Aiosa

- ” ‘ . e e 8:00 a.m.  People of St. Anastasia Parish
‘ : 10:00 a.m. Martin De Carlo
N

12:00 noon Lorenzo, Domenica & Angelo Taglienti
Celeste Hununghaus

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.

If you have not previously registered or are considering registering Be still
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory. and know that I am God!

Parish Family: Why Register? Psalms6 8 o
If you have not already registered, it is important to do so. If and t x
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation, . -

you will need a letter from the parish. Letters cannot be given to Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep United States, second typical edition, Copyright

%70111(‘1 ilnformagori1 updated \gith the parish, especially with changes © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
0 address and phone number. Christian Doctrine. All rights reserved.



