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When Jesus heard of the death of John the 
Baptist, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted 
place by himself. The crowds heard of this and 
followed him on foot from their towns. When 

he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved 
with pity for them, and he cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples approached him and said, “This is a 
deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so 
that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
Jesus said to them, “There is no need for them to go away; 

give them some food yourselves.” But they said to him, “Five 
loaves and two 8sh are all we have here.” Then he said, 
“Bring them here to me, ” and he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the 8ve loaves and the two 8sh, 
and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them 
to the crowds. They all ate and were satis8ed, and they picked 
up the fragments left over— twelve wicker baskets full. Those 
who ate were about 8ve thousand men, not counting women 
and children. —Matthew 14:13-21

The Feeding of the
 Five Thousand

God Provides



Established 1915

Rectory O=ce Hours
Monday —  Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

(718) 631-4454

Parish Mission Statement
To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement, 
as a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

 All Are Welcome!
NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church; 
NO MATTER your family situation; 
NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;
NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background; 
NO MATTER what your self-image may be; 
YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership
All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be 
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the 
rear of the church. 

Use of the electronic giving (PARISHSOFT/Faith Direct) or envelope system 
is required if statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All 
parishioners should use either one of the donation forms. If you move or 
change your address, please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation O=ce for dates of baptisms.
No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.  
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation O=ce at 718-
225-5191.  After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to 
pick up a checklist and handbook.  You will also have to schedule a private 
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certi8cate.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of 
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their 
sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further 
information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgies
Weekend Masses

�� 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
�� Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon

Weekday Masses
�� Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
�� Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies
�� Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and 

solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory O=ce

Devotions
�� Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
�� Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.

Parish Directory
Rev. David J. Dettmer
PASTOR

Rev. Lianjiang P. Bai
PAROCHIAL VICAR

Deacon Joseph Chu
ASSOCIATE STAFF MEMBER 

Rev. Anthony Rucando
IN RESIDENCE

Mrs. Eula Buckley
SECRETARY

Mrs. Mary Burns
BOOKKEEPER

Faith Formation & School of Religion
PHONE (718) 225-5191
EMAIL d�@sta.nyc

Mrs. Rose Ruesing
DIRECTOR 

Music Ministry
Mrs. Stephanie Larkin
DIRECTOR 

Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy
Mrs. Miriam Bonici
PRINCIPAL
45-11 245th Street (Rev. John J. Gribbon Way)
Douglaston, NY 11362-1134
PHONES:     (718) 631-3153,  (718) 631-3155
WEB SITE:  www.dwcaonline.org
EMAIL:         dwisdom@dwcaonline.org

Flocknote
Receive text messages to stay connected to 
our parish. Go to stanyc.Locknote.com to 
register, or text stanyc to 84576.
- This is a free service but your carrier’s text 
and data rates may apply. 
- Text STOP to 84576 to stop texts. 





St. Anastasia Parish 4 Douglaston/Little Neck, New York

     As I celebrate the tenth anniversary of my ordination to the priesthood, people
often ask me how I became a priest or a Navy chaplain. While my vocation began
years earlier through an encounter with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist at the age of
sixteen and was nurtured during my years as an enlisted Sailor in the United
States Navy and in seminary, I often tell people that I learned how to be a priest
at St. Anastasia Parish in Douglaston.
     On June 4, 2016, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio ordained me to the priesthood for
the Diocese of Brooklyn. Just a few hours later, I walked through the doors of St.
Anastasia for the very first time—not to unpack my room or meet the parish staff,
but to hear my first confession as a priest.
     Only hours earlier, I had knelt before the bishop to receive the gift of the
priesthood. Only hours later, someone was kneeling before me, seeking God's
mercy through the ministry of reconciliation entrusted to me. That moment
taught me that priesthood is never about our own abilities; it is about trusting
Christ to work in and through us.
     Although I had spent years studying theology, Sacred Scripture, and the
sacraments, St. Anastasia became the place where I truly learned to be a priest. It
was here that I celebrated my first funeral, my first wedding, my first baptism, and
countless Masses. More importantly, it was here that a parish community
patiently allowed a newly ordained priest to grow in confidence. These moments
taught me that priesthood is never about our own abilities; it is about trusting
Christ to work through us.
     The people of St. Anastasia became my teachers. They entrusted me with the
most sacred moments of their lives—their joys, sorrows, fears, and hopes. They
taught me that priesthood is not simply about preaching or celebrating the liturgy.
It is about being present, walking with people through every season of life, and
helping them recognize that Christ is walking with them.
     I am especially grateful for the mentorship of my first pastor, the late
Monsignor Anthony Sherman, and Pastor Emeritus Monsignor George Ryan.
Through their wisdom and encouragement, they helped me respond to what I call
my "call within the call"—to return to active duty as a Navy chaplain. They
taught me that no matter where the Church or the Navy sends a priest, my first
responsibility is always the same: to meet people where they are and bring the
presence of Christ to them.
     Those lessons remain with me today as I serve Sailors, Marines, Coast
Guardsmen, and their families around the world. Whether celebrating Mass
aboard a ship, hearing confessions before a deployment, or comforting a service
member far from home, I often think back to my first experiences at St.
Anastasia. This parish taught me not to hesitate, but to trust the grace of
ordination. It taught me that Christ is already present before I arrive; my task is
simply to trust in Him and make His presence known.
   

W H E R E  I  L E A R N E D  T O  B E  A  P R I E S T

ST. ANASTASIA
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     This Sunday's Gospel, the feeding of the five thousand (Matthew 14:13–21),
beautifully captures my experience. Faced with an overwhelming need, the
disciples offered Jesus only five loaves and two fish. Yet He multiplied their
small offering to feed the multitude. Looking back over these past ten years, I
realize Christ has done the same with my ministry as a priest. I arrived at St.
Anastasia with enthusiasm but little pastoral experience. Through the love,
patience, and faith of this parish, He multiplied my small offering into a priestly
ministry that now serves thousands of men and women around the world.
     The late Bishop Joseph Estabrook, a retired Navy chaplain and auxiliary
bishop who also served in Hawaii, once wrote a prayer that continues to inspire
me:
                        "Embrace all of life with love.
                        Accept both the joy and the pain that each day brings.
                        Unite yourself with the day's suffering, but let joy be the victor.
                        As a branch is one with the vine, be one with the crucified Christ,  
                        who began his journey with the poverty of Bethlehem.
                        Walk your journey faithfully with Him so that, through you, all  
                        may experience the fruits of  His resurrection."

     As I begin my second decade of priesthood, I thank God for the people of
St. Anastasia Parish, for the mentorship of Monsignor Sherman, Monsignor
Ryan, Father Dave, the priests and deacons of the Diocese of Brooklyn, and for
the countless parishioners who continue to pray for me and for the fruitfulness
of my ministry. The lessons I learned among you continue to shape every Mass
I celebrate, every confession I hear, every family I accompany, and every
Airman, Soldier, Sailor, Marine, and Coast Guardsman I have the privilege to
serve.
      Thank you for teaching me how to be a priest. Of all the assignments God
has entrusted to me, St. Anastasia will always hold a special place in my heart
because it was here that a young priest became a spiritual father.
      Please continue to pray for me, as I continue to pray for you.

                                                                                       Fr. Mark Bristol
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FOOD
DRIVE

ST. ANASTASIA PARISH

F O R  T H E  F O O D  P A N T R Y  A T  S T .  K E V I N  P A R I S H

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED
ONLY

TEA (REGULAR OR DECAF)
JELLY OR JAM

PEANUT BUTTER
SHELF STABLE MILK

CANNED TUNA
BLACK BEANS, RED BEANS, GARBANZO

BEANS (CANNED OR DRY)
RICE (ONE OR TWO POUND BAGS)

MAC AND CHEESE
OATMEAL

DRY CEREAL
TOMATO SAUCE

Place items in the box at the
entrance of St. Anastasia Church.

Call the Religious Ed office for more
information: 718-225-5191

PLEASE check
expiration dates.

NO EXPIRED FOOD.

St. Anastasia Parish 
School of Religion

Three options for  Classes from PreK-8th grade:

Weekly Classes (Wednesdays)
Home School

Special  Needs
Family Catechesis events for  all!

$150 for  one child,  $200 for  two children,  
$250 for  three or  more

Register using the QR Code or
email dff@stanastasia.info.

Office of Faith Formation
718-225-5191
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Grow+Go
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EVERY TUESDAY * SUMMER LOCATION
10:00 a.m. until 2:00p.m.

School Music Room
(Enter through ramp door by Padre Pio

statue.)

10:00 a.m. Mahjong
11:00 a.m. Pokeno

We are looking for canasta players!  
If interested, please call:

 Rectory (718-631-4454) or 
Faith Formation Office (718-225-5191)

Keep a look out for new events and games!

SENIOR GROUP
ST. ANASTASIA

Listen to Jesus and follow him.
That is the message of the Trans!guration.

— Pope Francis

Thursday, August 6, 2026
Feast of the Trans8guration of the Lord

NYC.GOV/RECYCLINGEVENTS I @lesecologyctr | 212.477.4022



Children’s activity sheets are 
located in the back of the church
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This Week on

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Benedict Arnold went from celebrated hero of the 
American Revolution to infamous traitor when 8nancial 
troubles and wounded pride led him, in 1780, to plot the 
surrender of West Point to the British in exchange for 
money and a military commission. Like the story of Judas 
Iscariot and countless others, Benedict Arnold's story 
shows how a change of heart can lead people to abandon 
the very principles for which they were once celebrated.

But God is diPerent from human beings. “For I, the Lord, 
do not change.” —Malachi 3:6. Unlike human promises 
that can be broken and convictions that can change, God’s 
promises and commandments, revealed to us throughout 
human history, remain true today. As Scripture reminds 
us, “God is not a human being who speaks falsely, nor a 
mortal, who feels regret. Is God one to speak and not act, 
to decree and not bring it to pass?” —Numbers 23:19. In 
today’s readings, God invites us, without money and 
without price, to eat and drink; makes an everlasting 
covenant; and promises that nothing can separate us from 
Christ’s love in suPering, and Jesus, moved by compassion, 
feeds a multitude with 8ve loaves and two 8sh.

God’s love is absolute and unconditional. The 
Church teaches that God’s initiative does not depend on 
what we have done: “By giving up his own Son for our 
sins, God manifests that his plan for us is one of 
benevolent love, prior to any merit on our part: "In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the expiation for our sins.'" —Catechism 
§604. God’s love comes to us while we are still sinners, not 
after we become worthy. In other words, God’s grace does 
not wait for our competence or compliance; it gives 8rst so 
that we can respond in faith and gratitude.

God’s love is ceaseless. The Catechism teaches that with 
creation, God does not merely “start” the world and then 
step back: “With creation, God does not abandon his 
creatures to themselves. He not only gives them being and 
existence, but also, and at every moment, upholds and 
sustains them in being, enables them to act and brings 
them to their +nal end. Recognizing this utter dependence 
with respect to the Creator is a source of wisdom and 
freedom, of joy and con+dence.” —Catechism §301. God’s 
providence is not occasional but continuous, and trust in 
God is not fragile hope but steady hope grounded in his 
unceasing care.

So, when we feel like we’re on an island spiritually, or when 
life makes us doubt that God is still near, today’s readings 
invite us to “come” to the Lord. Isaiah promises that God’s 
covenant is steadfast, and Jesus shows what that steadfast-
ness looks like: compassion that feeds, more than enough 
grace that leaves leftovers, and a table where no one is ex-
cluded because of inability. Romans assures us that even 
suPering cannot sever us from Christ’s love. In a world that 
changes its promises, God gives himself without condition 
and then asks us to become, in our own measure, instru-
ments of that same mercy: patient, generous, and fearless.
Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.
© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.

Love and Serve

Vocations: Discover Your Calling

“Many are called, but few are chosen.” 
Consider following Christ more closely as a priest, deacon, 
or in consecrated life. Contact the Vocation O=ce at 718-
827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org

Tuesday, August 4, 2026
Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest

Thursday, August 6, 2026
Feast of the Trans8guration of the Lord

Saturday, August 8, 2026
Memorial of Saint Dominic, Priest

This Week

Diocese of Brooklyn



Paul Napoli
August � — �, ����

August ����
For evangelization in the city

Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity and 
loneliness we 8nd new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering 
creative paths to build community.

In the kindness of your prayers, remember those born into eternal life.

Remember the sick, homebound, and those in need of our prayers:
Eva Bedell Theodore Koumou
Fred Bedell Anthony Logerfo
Joyce Daino Al8na Manca
John Dietzler Barbara Mascia
Paolo DiGregorio TJ McSherry
Ralph DiScala Margaret Murphy
Jo Ann Ferrari Yolanda Stivanello
Josephine Finocchiaro Antoinette Taub
Joan Guerra Barbara H. Timmerman
Victoria Guerra Gregory Wiehl

Sunday, August �, ���� 
�:�� p.m. Vigil People of St. Anastasia Parish

�:�� a.m. Timmerman & Belosic Family
 Martha & Camille Ferraro

��:�� a.m. Joseph Novack
 Sanoj Stephen

��:�� noon Francia & Francisco Bernal
 Rosemary D'Arcy

Monday, August �, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Danny Sheridan
 Angelo Coscia

Tuesday, August �, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Helen RaPone
 Joseph Novack

Wednesday, August �, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Bernadette Gambeski
 Al Casagrande

Thursday, August �, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Frank J. Bilz
 Mary Stock

Friday, August �, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Ann & Eugene Ferguson
 Kenneth Hoey

Saturday, August �, ���� 
�:�� a.m. Mary Stock

Sunday, August �, ���� 
�:�� p.m. Vigil Virginia & Robert O'Brien
 John CunniP

�:�� a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish

��:�� a.m. Joseph Novack
 Jack Brucculeri

��:�� noon Umberto Savocchi
 Michael & Alice Joan Healy
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Bread & Wine Memorial

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions

Prayer Intentions

Mass Intentions

St. Anastasia Parish Registration

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.
If you have not previously registered or are considering registering 
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form 
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.

Parish Family: Why Register?
If you have not already registered, it is important to do so.  If and 
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Con8rmation, 
you will need a letter from the parish.  Letters cannot be given to 
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep 
your information updated with the parish, especially with changes 
to address and phone number.  

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the 
United States, second typical edition, Copyright
© ����, ����, ����, ����, ���� Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine. All rights reserved.


