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Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the his father's will?" They answered, "The first." Jesus said to
= people: "What is your opinion? A man had two them, "Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are
- sons. He came to the first and said, 'Son, go entering the kingdom of God before you. When John came to
out and work in the vineyard today.' He said in you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; but
reply, 'T will not, ' but afterwards changed his mind and went. tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw
The man came to the other son and gave the same order. He that, you did not later change your minds and believe him."
said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go. Which of the two did =~ — Matthew 21:28-32

Parable of the Two Sons
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Flocknote C )

Receive text messages to stay connected to
our parish. Go to stanyc.flocknote.com to
register, or text stanyc to 84576.

- This is a free service but your carrier’s text
and data rates may apply.

- Text STOP to 84576 to stop texts.

Parish Mission Statement

To Proclaim the good news of Christ's love through our active involvement,
as a Parish community, in works of Charity, Faith, Worship and Justice.

All Are Welcome!

NO MATTER what your present status is in the Catholic Church;
NO MATTER your family situation;

NO MATTER where you are in the practice of faith;

NO MATTER what your personal history, age, background;

NO MATTER what your self-image may be;

YOU are invited, welcomed, respected & loved at St. Anastasia

Parish Membership

All new families are welcome to the Parish and every family should be
properly registered. Registration forms are available at the Rectory or in the
rear of the church.

Use of the electronic giving (PARISHSOFT/Faith Direct) or envelope system
is required if statement of contribution is sought for tax purposes. All
parishioners should use either one of the donation forms. If you move or
change your address, please notify the Rectory by mail.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the Rectory or Faith Formation Office for dates of baptisms.

No more than four families will be scheduled for a Baptism at one time.
Please call the Rectory at 718-631-4454 or the Faith Formation Office at 718-
225-5191. After the initial intake, you will be asked to go to the Rectory to
pick up a checklist and handbook. You will also have to schedule a private
class and will need a copy of your child's birth certificate.

Sacrament of Matrimony

Time available: Saturday 11 AM—3 PM and Sunday 2:30 PM—3 PM.
Couples must make arrangements six months prior to the selected date of
their marriage and fully participate in the Pre-Cana program.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

It is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their
sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in the Church. For further
information, please contact Mrs. Rose Ruesing.

Liturgles
Weekend Masses
e 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday
¢ Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 12 noon
Weekday Masses
e Monday thru Saturday at 8:30 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation
e Saturdays from 4:00 - 4:30 PM in the Church

Holy Days and Special Liturgies

¢ Mass schedules for holy days are printed on Sundays before the feasts and
solemnities occur. For advance information, please call the Rectory Office

Devotions

e Miraculous Medal Novena: Mondays after the 8:30 AM Daily Mass
e Rosary: Before the Daily Mass Monday - Saturday.
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St. Anastasia Senior Group

EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 a.m. until 2:00p.m.
Parish Center
(Corner of 245th Street and Northern Blvd.)

10:00 a.m. Mahjong | 11:00 a.m. Pokeno
Bring lunch - Play Games - Socialize
We are looking for canasta players!

If interested, please call:

Rectory (718-631-4454) or
Faith Formation Office (718-225-5191)

Keep a look out for new events and games!

ST. ANASTASIA PARISH

DRIVE

FOR THE FOOD PANTRY AT ST. KEVIN PARISH

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUESTED

PLEASE check
expiration dates.

ONLY

TEA (REGULAR OR DECAF)
JELLY OR JAM

PEANUT BUTTER

SHELF STABLE MILK
CANNED TUNA

BLACK BEANS, RED BEANS, GARBANZO
BEANS (CANNED OR DRY)

RICE (ONE OR TWO POUND BAGS)

MAC AND CHEESE
OATMEAL

DRY CEREAL
TOMATO SAUCE

NO EXPIRED FOOD.

Place items in the box at the
entrance of St. Anastasia Church.

Call the Religious Ed office for more
information: 718-225-5191

St. Anastasia Parish

invites you to come

Join us in prayer at our annual

Rosary Rally

Sunday, October 4
after the

12 noon I"ass

in the Church v

&

Pray the Rbsmfy

Before the 8:30 a.m. Daily Mass
at 7:45 a.m.
=

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the Church

Tuesday Rosary Themes

October 6th
Our Lady of the Rosary

October 13th
Our Lady of Fatima & St. Teresa of Avila

October 20th
St. John Paul II and St. Faustina

October 27th
St. Jude
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JOIN US AS WE HONOR ST. FRANCIS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
Blessing of the Animals
1:00 p.m. lawn by Parish Center

T

SATURDAY, OCTOB
AND
SUNDAY, OCTOBE

N .3 Hospitality Sunday
Vg ‘ -/ Inthe Parish Center, after all Masses
' and the Rosary Rally

Crafts for kids
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Mobile Phones

MP3 Players

Televisions

Video Game Consoles

VCRs & DVD Players

*It’s illegal to throw electronics away in the trash.
We accept both working and non-working
electronics. We guarantee data security.

Not Accepted

Air Conditioners
Appliances
Batteries

Light Bulbs
CD-ROMs & Floppy Discs

DVDs, VHS & Audio Cassettes

Community
Recycling Event

Saturday 10/17/26 ¢ 10am - 2pm
St. Anastasia Church Parking lot
Enter from Alameda Ave | Little Neck

Rain or Shine

Textiles

Clothing
Shoes
Towels
Hats, Bags, Gloves
Linens & Bedding
Curtains

Clean, Dry & Unsoiled Fabric

Paper Shredding

This event offers paper shredding services. Bring
documents containing sensitive information to have
them securely shredded and recycled.

SPONSORS

LES
Ecology
Center

CO-SPONSORS

Council Member Vickie Paladino &
St. Anastasia Church

NYC.GOV/RECYCLINGEVENTS | @lesecologyctr | 212.477.4022
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September 27, 2026 Written by
THE
Twenty-sixth Sunday “DIscIpLE

in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28 | Phil 2:1-11 | Mt 21:28-32

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
Ask any long-time educator, and they'll tell you we often learn
more from our mistakes than from doing it perfectly from the
start. Today's Gospel also seems to send the same message:
Jesus tells us that tax collectors and prostitutes are entering
the kingdom of God before the chief priests and elders.
Perhaps this is because they - having lived a sinful life - know
firsthand the emptiness of not following God’s ways. Having
gotten it wrong, they now earnestly seek what is right. The
mystic Julian of Norwich writes, “First the fall, and then the
recovery from the fall, and both are the mercy of God.” Even
in our wanderings, God is at work, drawing us to return to
him. Ezekiel tells us that when we respond to that grace and
turn from the wickedness we have committed, doing what is
right and just, we will surely not die, but receive the gift of
eternal life from the God who is Mercy itself.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Speaking to the Christian community at Philippi, St. Paul
reminds them to have “the same attitude that is also in
Christ Jesus.” The previous lines offer a glimpse of what
that attitude entails: encouragement, love, compassion,
mercy, unity, humility, regarding others as more important
than ourselves. These attitudes should shape our way

of relating to those whom we are trying to evangelize.
Rather than judging them or thinking of ourselves as more
important, we are called to serve them with humility,
offering them our encouragement to seek the Lord who
loves them so much that he gave his life for them.

REFLECT

Today’s Gospel includes the story of a son who initially
says no to his father’s request but then changes his mind
and does it. The Gospel ends with a line about how the
chief priests and elders did not change their minds even
when they saw tax collectors and prostitutes responding
to John's call to repentance. Indeed, the Greek word for
conversion is metanoia, which has been defined as “a
change of mind that leads to a change in action.” Take
some time today to do an examination of conscience,
asking the Holy Spirit to reveal areas of thinking that need
conversion and change. What might the Holy Spirit want to
change your mind about this day?
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Heart to Heart Ministry v
An Extra Tablespoon of Love! - g | |
A MINISTRY OF THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC / " |
L e 4
Entrusted with the
Light of Compassion
A SPECIAL MORNING PRAYER RETREAT
Saturday, October 24, 2026
9:30 AM - Noon Come and Celebrate the Blessing
of a Light of Compassion.

St. Thomas More Church at St. John’s University )

8000 Utopia Parkway, Jamaica, New York 2026 is Jubilee Year of
St. Francis of Assisi.

Music by Alverlis~~Christian Musician

Singing Songs of Compassion and Peace Donation Basket

Homemade Refreshments

3 a @ O

;

Speakers/Presenters:

e Bishop Paul Sanchez, Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn Diocese _
e Sister Ave Clark, O.P., Coordinator of Heart to Heart Ministry /
e Panel of Compassionate Witnesses and Poet -' > 4

Co-sponsored by:
* Vincentian Center for Church and Society,
Rev. Patrick Griffin, C.M.,
Executive Director, St. John's University
e Heart to Heart Ministry - Sisters of St. Dominic

i Call or Email to RSVP

Vincentian Center:
718-990-1612
VCCS@stjohns.edu

\

Heart to Heart Ministry:
718-428-2471
v, pearlbud7@aol.com

VISIT WWW.H2H.NYC
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™ GCATHOLIC HGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Brooklyn/Queens
Archbishop Molloy -Briarwood - 718-441-2100
Sunday, October 18, 10oam-2pm

Cathedral Prep - ElImhurst - 718-592-6800
Saturday, October 3, 9am-noon, Sunday, October 25 9am-noon

Christ the King - Middle Village - 718-366-7400, x240
Saturday, October 3, 10am-Ipm, Wednesday, October 21 6-8pm

Holy Cross - Flushing - 718-886-7250, x524
Sunday, October 18, 12:30-4:30 p.m.

Msgr. McClancy - East EImhurst - 718-898-3800
Saturday, October 10, 9am-noon, 1-4pm

St. Francis Prep - Fresh Meadows - 718-423-8810, x229
Saturday, October 17, llam-3pm

St. John’s Prep - Astoria - 718-721-7200
Saturday, October 17, llam-3pm

S | i |

The Mary Louis Academy - Jamaica Estates - 718-297-2120
Saturday, October 17, 10am-2pm

Xaverian - Brooklyn - 718-836-7100
Sunday, October 18, 10oam-2pm

Long_lsland
Chaminade - Mineola - 516-742-5555, x579
Saturday, October 3, 10:30am-2:30pm

Kellenberg - Uniondale - 516-292-0200, x210
Saturday, October 3, 9am-1pm

—

Sacred Heart - Hempstead - 516-483-7383
Saturday, October 3, 10am-2pm

St. Mary’s - Manhasset - 516-627-2711, x1084
Wednesday, October 21, 6-8pm

Manhattan
Dominican Academy - 212-744-0195
Saturday, October 17 10am-2pm, Wednesday, October 12 5-7pm

Regis - 212-288-1100
Thursday, October 8, 5-8:30pm, Sunday, October 18, 1-4pm

Xavier - 212-924-7900
Saturday, October 17, 10am-3pm

Please check with the school if registration is required.

ol -
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Saint Josaphat’s Oratory

34-32 210™ Street, Bayside

is proud to present its annual:

SUNDAY OCTOBER 117, 2025
from 1 :00 PM t05:00 PM

Foin ug for an afternoon of fun & friendship
as we enjoy German food and German music!

GERMAN BEER & WINE WILL BE AVAILABLE

Tickets: Adults: $65 ~ Children: $20 ~ Children under 10: *free*
Tickets are available at the Rectory -Mon to Thurs from 9:00 am to 2.00 pm- and with
Rosemary at the Oratory Hall’s convivium every Sunday after Holy Mass and until 12 noon.

No Tickets will be sold at the door.
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Tuesday, September 29, 2026
Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels
Wednesday, September 30, 2026
Memorial of Saint Jerome,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
Thursday, October 1, 2026
Memorial of Saint Thérése of the Child Jesus,
Virgin and Doctor of the Church
Friday, October 2, 2026
Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels

Diocese of BrooRlyn

Vocations: Discover Your Calling
Priesthood Sunday
September 27, 2026

“He humbled Himself and became obedient....”
If the Lord invites you to follow Him in humble obedience
as a priest or in the consecrated life, how will you respond?
Contact the Vocation Office at 718-827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

formed

Forming Catholics for /¢fe.

- St. Therese | Littlest Saints

Which flower in Jesus's garden is the best? The most beautiful?
S Therese gives us her “litlle’ answer Lo these questions.

SAINT St. Jerome | Catholic Saints
_”_f—"RO;\“'-'- Anearly Church Father frorm the 4th century, SL Jerorme
3! itlz into | atin with the desire to make Scripturs

Miore aceessil]
trarslalors, znd archivists and famously said, "lgnorance of
Seristurs iz ignorance of Christ”

N Who Are the Archangels?

Who Are the el
Archangels?

0. Beve Aer £ Sie, Elizadyth fvire

Ur. Elizabett Klein discuss archzngels and

Cin auriives

Use "st. anastasia ny" to signup at formed.org

Children’s activity sheets are
|ocated in the back of the church

Love and Serve 25

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
How do people respond to God’s calls? In today’s Gospel
reading from Matthew, Jesus teaches through the parable
of the two sons, whose father asked them to go work in the
vineyard that day. The first replied, “I will not,” but later
changed his mind and went. The second respectfully
replied, “Yes, sir,” but he did not go. Jesus asks: “What is
your opinion?” The answer is obvious. Professing
righteousness or making commitments means nothing
without action. True obedience is shown by actions, not
words. Repentance opens the door to God. Those who
initially reject God's will, whom Jesus described as tax
collectors and sinners, can still enter the Kingdom of God
when they believe, sincerely repent, and change course.

The first reading from Ezekiel establishes this principle of
changing hearts in a dispute between God and Israel. The
people accuse the Lord of being unfair, but God replies that
the real unfairness lies in their own ways. Ezekiel then
describes two contrasting cases. A righteous person turns
toward iniquity and dies because of that iniquity; a wicked
person turns away from sin, begins doing what is lawful
and right, and lives. A person cannot be reduced forever to
his past, and similarly, for those who have lived virtuously,
past virtue is not a license to abandon obedience today.

The New Testament reading from Saint Paul moves from
conversion to the shape that obedience should take within
our lives. He urges us to look not only to our own interests
but also to the interests of others and presents Christ as the
model: “Have among yourselves the same attitude that is
also yours in Christ Jesus, Who, though he was in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God something to be
grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in
appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to
death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”
(Philippians 2:5-11). This is the Church’s confession of who
Jesus is and what He has done.

Ezekiel teaches that the sinner who turns away from
wrongdoing can live, whereas the person who abandons
righteousness cannot presume on past virtue. Saint
Matthew, once a tax collector and among those despised as
sinners, changed course when Jesus called. His
transformation also left a lasting legacy: the man once
regarded as an outsider became an apostle and, according
to Church tradition, the evangelist associated with the
Gospel according to Matthew, a Gospel we read today.

The readings ask us to look beyond words, appearances,
and past identities. God’s invitation may be accepted even
after resistance. Repentance can transform a sinful past,
and the mind of Christ can redirect a life. Like Saint
Matthew, we must leave behind whatever keeps us from
following Jesus into the vineyard.

Go in Peace to Love and Serve the Lord.

© LoveAndServe.org — Used with permission.
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Bread & Wine Memorial i

Rev. George J. Lutjen
September 27 — October 3, 2026

Holy Father's Prayer Intentions @

October 2026
For mental health ministry

Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established through-
out the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination

of persons with mental illnesses.

Prayer Intentions

[

In the kindness of your prayers, remember those born into eternal life:

Christine Donagh

Remember the sick, homebound, and those in need of our prayers:

Eva Bedell Theodore Koumou

Fred Bedell Anthony Logerfo

Joyce Daino Alfina Manca

John Dietzler Barbara Mascia

Paolo DiGregorio TJ McSherry

Ralph DiScala Margaret Murphy

Jo Ann Ferrari Yolanda Stivanello
Josephine Finocchiaro Antoinette Taub

Joan Guerra Barbara H. Timmerman
Victoria Guerra Gregory Wiehl

mge r

St. Anastasia Parish Registration / ’

RO

Thank you for attending Mass with us today.
If you have not previously registered or are considering registering
with our parish, please complete a Parish Registration Form
located in the rear of the church then return it to the rectory.

Parish Family: Why Register?

If you have not already registered, it is important to do so. If and
when you are asked to be a sponsor for Baptism or Confirmation,
you will need a letter from the parish. Letters cannot be given to
those who are not registered parishioners. Please be sure to keep
your information updated with the parish, especially with changes

to address and phone number.

¢
Mass Intentions 4
Sunday, September 27, 2026

5:00 p.m. Vigil Virginia & Robert O'Brien

Mary Stock
8:00 am. Tony Lamm & Family

Mary Stock
10:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish
12:00 noon Philip Sforza

Bob & Peggy Flynn

Monday, September 28, 2026
8:30 am.  Angelina Misiti

Tuesday, September 29, 2026
8:30 a.m. Ann & Eugene Ferguson
Lena, Arcangelo, & Peter Reali, Sr

Wednesday, September 30, 2026
8:30 am. In Thanksgiving

Thursday, October 1, 2026
8:30 a.m.  George Segalini

Friday, October 2, 2026
8:30 a.m. Ann & Eugene Ferguson
Charles Meyers

Saturday, October 3, 2026
8:30 a.m.  Gene Ferguson
John McLernon

Sunday, October 4, 2026

5:00 p.m. Vigil John Cunniff
Kenneth Hoey
8:00 am. Timmerman & Belosic Family
Ceslawa & Louis Krol
10:00 a.m. People of St. Anastasia Parish
12:00 noon Francia & Francisco Bernal

Chiara Gallo

LooRk out for one another's interests,
not just for your own.
The attitude you should have
is the one that Christ Jesus had.

Philippians 2:4-5

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the
United States, second typical edition, Copyright
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine. All rights reserved.



